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A number of probleﬁs'facing Hiépanics in generdl and.

Mexican Americans in particular lend themselves to local solutions
rather. than Federal intervention. From a community relations

standpoint,
nationally:

there are three major areas .of concern for Hispanics
education, jimmigration and the administration of justice.

The two major educational problems of Hispanics are high drop-out
rate and the school desegregation process.. Desegregation issues 'such
as the lack of quality «ducation and the break-up of bilingual .
educatlon programs could be resolved locally if 1lepcal officials take
the initiative to work things out in advance with the conmunities
Federally mandated desegregation is .an admission that local
officials have not acted to the satisfaction of the total community.
Problems associated with immigration focus on the effect illegal
immigration is having on this country and conflict over the methods
of enforcing immigration laws. Local officials need to address
related prdblems, such as misinformation about immigrant populatlons
and non-jurisdictional interrogation of suspected immigrants by
police officers. The final major problem of Hispanics involves the
mutual mistrust between minorities and the police. Local officials
must take action in police abuse cases to restore m1nor1t1es'
confldence in the justice systen. (Author/HI)
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| T IS MY OPINION THAT A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS FACING
‘ . HISPANICS IN GENERAL,- AND MEXICAN AMERICANS IN PARTICULAR,
7 TODAY, LEND THEMSELVES TO LOCAL SOLUTIONS RATHER THAN
' FEDERAL INTERVENTION. “THIS IS WHY AN AGGNCY LIKE MINE
S RELUENIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF AN ORGANIZATION -LIKE YOURS ./
o AS A CRITICAL ELEMENT IN TIE RACIAL CONFLICT RESOLUTION |
PROCESS.  WHETHER YOU CHOSE TO OR NOT -.AS MINORYTY
PRACTITIQHERS WITHIN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE PROCESS
YOU WILL BE DRAWN INTO NATIONAK ISSUES AFFECTING MINORITIES.

N, R |

WHAT 1 HOPE T0 DO THIS EVENING IS LAY OUT FOR YOU
SOME OF THE MOST SERIOUS NATIONAL HISPANIC COMNUNITY

RELATIONS CONCERNS THAT WE HAVE GOING ON TODAY, AND HOW. "
THINK YOU MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN ADDRESSING THESE CONCERNS

AT THE' LOCAL, RATHER THAN FEDERAL, LE%&L EITHER BEFOR[
OR AFTER THEY HAVE REACHED CRISIS NRDPURTION

$ Y

FROM A COMMUNITY RELATIONS §TANDPOINT THERE ARE |
'PRESENTLY THREE ‘MAJOR AREAS OF CONCERN FOR HISPANICS

!'

NATIONALLY. S g s

4

THE FIRST IS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH EDUCATION

- {
Ny,
THE SECOND IS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED NITH INMIGRATION

ISSUES | S -

Lo,
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AND THE THIRD IS PROBLENS ASSOCTATED WITH THE o
.PROCESS OF THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE - SPECIFICALLY

WITH POLICE
. 5
SOME OF THESE PROBLEMS ARE, OF COURSE, MORE PRONOUNCED

[N SOME PARTS OF 'THE COUNTRY THAN IN OTHERS.

FIRST LET S CONSIDER THE PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH
EDUCATION

EDUCATION CONTINUES TO BE AN AREA OF DEEP CONCERN
_ FOR HISPANICS NATIONALLY. WHILE THE HIGH EDUCATIONAL
" DROP-OUT RATE AMONG HISPANICS IS STILL THE MOST
SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM, .FRGH A COMMUNITY RELATIONS STANDPOINT,
PROBLENS ASSOCIATED WITH SCHOOL DESEGREGATION IN SCHOOL
DISTRICTS WITH LARGE HISPANIC STUDENT ENROLLMENT, ARE
ALSO BECOMING FNCREASINGLY SIGNIFICANT. "%’

('I

THO OF THE MOST PRONINENT ISSUES ARE FIRST,  ~ * |
PROTESTS ‘OVER LACK OF QUALITY EDUCATION BECAUSE - S
~ OF AN IMBALANCE IN THE STUDENT DISTRIBUTION '

WITHIN CERTAIN SCHOOL DISTRICTS. AND SECOND, PROTESTS' -

o

Yot
Ay
[



OVER THC BREAK UP OF BI-LINGUAL PROGRAMS IN SCHOOL |
DISTRICTS WHERE STUDENT REDISTRIBUTION HAS BEEN MANDATED.

- BOTH OF THESE ISSULS, AND OTHER ISSUES ASSOCIATﬁD
WITH DESEGREGATION, COULD BE RESOLVED AT THE LOCAL LéIEL
WITHOUT FEDERAL INTERVENTION IF LOCAL OFFICIALS TAKLC THE .
INITIATIVE TO WORK THINGS OUT IN ADVAHCE -WITH THE /
CORMUNITIES AFFECTED : s \

3

THIS WAS DONE IN NUMEROUS SCHOOL DISTRICTS, INCL&Q}NG |
' ~~
RACINE, WISCONSIN; STOCKTOM, CALIFORNIA; SEATTLE, NASHINGT&{Q‘

AND MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND. .

FROM OUR PERSPECTIVE, FEDERALLY MANDATED DESEGREGATION
'IS AN ADMISSION THAT LOCAL OFFICIALS HAVE KOT. ACTED TO
"THE SATISFACTION OF THE TOTAL COMMUNITY. AS LOCAL
PRACTITIONERS WITH SPECIAL CONCERNS, SOLUTIONS' ARE POSSIBLE
'THROUGH YOUR INVOLVEMENT AT AN EARLY STAGE- WE CAN HELP
* BY SHARING WITH YOU SHCCESSFUL EXPERIENCES IN OTHER

JURISDICTIONS. /;

7
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CNEXT, THE SECOND COMHUNITY RELATIONS CONCERN I
MENTIONED IS PROBLEMS ASSGCIATED WITH IMMIGRATION.

PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH IMMIGRATION HAVE FOCUSED
PRIMARILY ON:
* DISCUSSIONS PRO AND CON OVER THE ALLEGED EFFECT

4 )
4 THAT TLLEGAL IMMIGRATION IS HAVING ON THIS
COUNTRY, | /

| AND ALSO, PROTESIS OVER ENFORCENENT OF IMMIGRATION °
< LAWS. WE UNFORTUNATELY SEEM TO BE EXPERIENCING
Al INFORFATION WAR OVER THE ALLEGED IMPACT OF
GHDOCUMENTED ALLENS [N THE UNITED STATES,
BEIHG FED ALHOST DAILY BY A LACK OF ACCURATE

STATISTICAL INFORMATION AND BY THE CONSTANT
PROPAGATION OF RUMORS- -

THESE DNCLUDE CHARGES LY SOE GROUPS THAT ULDOCUNENTED

ALTENS ARE TAKING AWAY NILLIONS OF JOBS FRO! ARERICAHS,
WHILE OTHERS CLATI THEY TAKE OMLY THE N0ST MENIAL |
AND POCREST-PAYING JOBS

- L]
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ANOTHER AREA WHERE - INFURMATION IS SCARCE IS IN
ALLEGATIONS THAT UNDOCUMENTED ALIENS TURN TO CRINE AND
SIPHO“ OFF WELFARE MONEY, MCDICAL AID, AND UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS. OTHERS CLAIN THAT KLfENS'NOULDN'T JEOPARDIZE
DEPORTATION TO GAIN BENEFITS ALLOWED ONLY TO LEGAL,
RESIDENTS.

ALSO, A GREAT PREPONDERANCE OF NEWSPAPER STORIES-
-AND RADIO AND TELEVISION ACCOUNTS HAS APPEARED HIGH-
LIGHTING THE SUPPOSED PROSPEROUS LIVES ENJOYED BY SONME
'UNDOCUMENTED WORKERS, WHILE OTHER STORIES HAVE DRAWN
ATTENTION TO THE DESPERATE CONDITIONS OF POVERTY AND
FEAR-THAT PERVADE TiE LIFE OF THE TYPICAL UNDOCUMENTED

ALIEh | : |

UNSUBSTANTIATED CLAIMS ‘AND RUMORS HAVE UNDOUBTEDLY
INFLUENCED RADIGAL GROUPS LIKE THE KU KLUX KLAN. THE
KLAN- AKD OTHER VIGILAWTE-LIKE GROUPS ARE DETERMINED
TO INFLAME THE ISSUE, AND THEY GET A LOT OF FIRE OUT
OF ANY SPARK OF MISINFORMATION THAT COMES THEIR WAY.

A SECOND REASON WE SEE THE 1SSUE ASjA SERIOUS o

sw
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COMMUNITY RELATIONS CONCLRN ARISLS FROM THC [ACT THAT 11
HAS PERTODICALLY DRAWN TH LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCILS.
AND, AT PRES[NT, RELAT IO NSHlI“ BLTWEEN HISPANTIC COMMUMJTIES
AND LAM I.ZNFURCL'MENI AGENCITES ARE PROBABLY AT AN ALL TIML
LOW.

-

WHILE THC U.S. INNIGRATION SERVICE CAN DEAL WITH
ALLEGATIONS OF CXCESSCS 1% THEIR CHFORCEMENT PROCESS,. [T
IS DIFFICULT TO DEAL WITI EFFORTS BY LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
AGENCIES WO FLEL CORPCLLED T0 DO WHAT ONE POLICE CHIEF
DID A COUPLE OF YEARS AGD - I/E ORDERED THE QUESTIONING
OF EVERY MEXICAN-LODKING PERSCH TO ASCERTAIN IF HE OR SHE
WAS AL ANERECAN CITI/EN. FORTUNATELY, CHICANQ STATE
OFFICLALS INTLRVEMED AKD PROCURED AR INJUNCTLOM AGAINST

CTHE ORDER. |

. THE RET RESULTS CONCERNIHG THESE FACTORS ARE THAT -
UNLESS CHECKED, ERRONEOUS HOTIONS OR NON-JURISDICTIONAL
EFFORTS WILL RESULT N o R AT ARGUND IFNIGRATIUN
[SSULS. I o

THE RESULT COULD LE DISASTROUS UNLESS RESPOYSIVE
LOCAL EFFORTS KEEP PACE WITI THE ANTICIPATED PROBLENS SUCH

T )
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AS P VE GUTLINED.  THEY CAN KEEP PACE THROUGH THE ENGOUR-
AGEMENT OF ORGANIZATIONS LIKE YOURS.

-

| FROA A FEDERAL PERSPECYIVE, I BELIEVE THAT THE SET

OF PROPOSALS SUBMITTED BY PRESIDENT CARTER T0 THE CONGRESS
DESIGNED ESSENTIALLY 10 REDUCE THE FLOW OF UNDOCUMENTED
ALIENS AND TO REGULATE THE PRESENCE OF‘THE MJLLIONS WHO
ARE -ALRCADY HERE IS THE FEDERAL RESPONSE TO THE BROADER -
[MMIGRATION ISSUE. ) '

Z HOWEVER, IN ORDER FOR THAT TO PROCEED, LOCAT OFFICIALS
NEED TO ADDRESS THE SAIELLIIE PROBLEMS SYCH AS MISINFORMATION
AND THOS[ POSED BY LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT EFFORTS THAT AR[
CLEARLY NGN- JURISDICTIONAL SUCH AS THE SPOT CHECKS 1

MENTIONED EARLIER.

THE LAST LARGE ISSUE I WILL DISCUSS IS THE PROBLEMS
ASSOCIATEL WITH THE PROCESS OF THL ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

MANY PROBLEMS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE ADMINISTRATION
. OF JUSTICE PROCESS, SPECIFICALLY WITH THE POLICE. THIS-.
- IS NOW OUR" TOP PRIORITY ITEM 1Y THE COMMUNITY RELATIONS
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SERVICE. TW\Qill REACTION [0 POETCE USE OF EXCESSTW
FORCE TOORS ON THE HORTZ0N AS ONE ObF THE MOST SERTOUS
ANL INECANMATORY CORMUNETY RELATTONG CONCERNS C NlRUNlle
UUR NATTON.  NO (HIH ROSINGEE ISSUE PROVOKES SUCH HAJ{H{JIY
//r AND TVINORTTY RESENINENT, OR HAS NORE POTENTIAL TOR
SPURRING COMMUNTTY CONFLICT, THAN 1HIS:HNP~

ALIHHU@H CRIME DESPROPORTIONATELY AFEEGTS {HTNORTTY
COMMUNTTTES NATTONALLY, THERE 15 N GRAND ALLTANCE
thHLPN THE PoLTCE AND PINORTTLES WITEN I COMES Hp
TACKLING CRIRE AS A COMMON ENEMY.

PULTCE GLNECRALLY LALK CONFLDENCE THAT SINORTTIES
JILL COAL FURMARD AND ASSTS TN THE DETLCTION Of
Cal®t Alde L PROSECUTION UFF CRITTINALS -

UNEQRTAEATULY, 11 1S LR CORCLUSToN THAL DOSPITE ALL
EFORTS Do LIPRGVE RELATIONS BLTWEEN TINCRITIES AND PULICE,
THGRLTIES CTILE, FoR Tl Tk PART, LACK Chnb [0UKCL THAT
‘ POLICL CETWCLE 1 i AP U TOME ARE AS FART, FAIR,

AL LT T f . I ARCLD RELLhBURKOODS . NINORITICS

ﬁ STILL SLE POLICE A5 A% Al 108 OCCEPATIUN FORCE.  AND THE
POLICE STILL TENL Fo IWENTIFY RINORITIES ARD DRIMD AS

11} ' e
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PART ALD UARCET . EAci Rl ST HEE BARBCRS A T ASURE O
FEAR THAT 1D MAY B THE VICTIMN b PHYSTOAL V'll)l!’N(fl
INFUTCTER By THE b, AN TETS FEAR TS BEING ACTED

OUT WLTH VERY TRAGTC CONSEQUE NS .

PHTS TSSUE HAS REACHED SUCH CRISTS PROPURTTONS
THAT I SOME PART. of THE COUNTRY, AN UNEECLARED WAR HAS
SEUMTRGLY DEVE0PEE BEIWEEN TINORTTEES AND POLICE- 11 1%
AN UNDECLARE S VAR Wit | SCALATTON WE ARL COMMITIE T0
PRAVEHT .

RESPINILNG [0 PO L ABLSE CASES THROUGHOUT THE
JUMTRY Wl GAVE t 0N Taal TP PROBLENM 1S NOT CONF INED
[0 ANY ONE PARTICELAR TTRNIC GROUP UR 10 A GEOGRAPHIC
ARER, NOR 15 [0 L7 00 TR0 CHRMUNTTY OR PULICE
DEPARTMERT A FACTUR. ’

LJ

THE ONLY ARSOLET FACT ARGYT THE ISSUC IS THAT
MO OKE BAS 40T €110 & dASLLE Oh THE. PRORLEN.

PHL Toont ns Dorr Wy POLITICHIED [N SOME
PARTS UF THD LR - ol e LEAYY PRESSHRE O
NINORITY ELESTED OFF 1 [ALS AYD NRCANIZATIONS 10 COME
UP WITH POSITIVE ANSWEd- 10 ThE PROBLEMY Y

r
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oFELIEVE Tual Yol polpgrbal Repy B il 1nnhl
[S CRTTTOAL. A A SINoR DY ol AS T Dol oot AR ON
THE CURTING FhoE of THE PROELEM, BCT T PELTEVE THAT YOU
MAY EVERTUALLY HELE To PROVIPE WHATEVER SaLUTLOHY
MAY THERGE.

THES UPINTON 1S BASED Gl THE BELTEE THAT THE FIRSI

STEP TOWARD A Solclich ibodhs WHTH ATTITUDIRAT CHANGES. y

IH(f[ CHANGES T ATTTTERE nust ke IRTTTATED AT THE |

LOCAL TEVEE AE TIY e of SEPRSTEIVE THDTVIDUALS

Wi PQRIILIPA!I lHﬂLHI ADMIHINIRAIIUN OF JUSIICE PROCESS,

TR IRt ooy e et oo RSt INCHURE, RaT ORLY -

CAWYI RS ANY JUBor et yonnsLIVES, BT MAYORS, CHTLES N

OF POLICE, SHERTEES, DEIRTCT AHQ (UUNlYkAllHRHLYS, ETC. =
[ HAV! Wiuu IR QI At b 2 LTFE DN ONE ASPETT

OR AHOTHELR ob 18D A D adpeal Lon A#!:USIIL[ SYSTEM AN

BELIENE BHAT Wb fooa o1 vvevnss gl SATORLTY GF L00D ‘

POLICE BFFICORT [ Tol 1 auisy WHEN U0 Lene Tt aiuge

s

INACTION OF Ni-ACTTol BY LoCAL OFFICIALS 1N POLICE
ABUSE CASES DOES NOTHINn TO PRONMOTE CHANGES [N ATTITUDES,
[T SERELy Picsralts Tt Nollin THAT ABUSEDS ARE TOLERATED,

1. ’
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_AND THAT IMMUNITY FROM PRUSECUTION CAN BE ExﬁEgTED L

r\ \
I PERSONALLY DO NOT BEIIEVE THATrXOU CAN FULLY

~ DEVELOP THE NEEDED\CHANGES IN: ATTITUDES THROUGH FEDERAL
‘BROSECUl{OU OR‘LEGISLATION VIGOROUS FEDERAL PROSECUTION
IS NECESGI‘Y 10 BRING ABOUT JUSTICE WHEN JUSTICE WAS NOT ©
OBTAINEO AT THE LOCAL LEVEL BUT IT'DOES NOT PROHOTE
ATTITUDINAL CHANGES WHEN YOU MERELY MAKE THE FEDS THE

BOOGIE MAN.

'MINUTES IS THIS: SOLUTIONS .TO MOST COMMUNITY RELATIONS
PROBLEMS CAN DE FOUND AT THE LOCAL LEVEL IF INTEREST
GROUPS STAY ABREAST OF ISSUES AFFECTING THEIR COMMUNITY
SUFFICIENTLY TO BRING ABOUT A POSITIVE RESPONSE FRON
LOCAL OFFICIALS IN ADVANCE OF ANY NECESSITY FOR

'FEDERAL INTERVENTIOH. S

I HAVE HAD THE GGOD FORTUNE OVER THE LAST 12 YEARS
TO PERSONALLY OBSERVE THE HISPANIC DEVELOPMENT OF THIS
"COUNTRY. 1N THE SOUTHWEST, IN 1966, 1 WATCHED THE FIRST ]
MANIFESTATIONS OF CHICANOS PULLING-THEMSELVES TOGETHER
AS A GROUP. I WITNESSED THE DEVELOPHENT OF COALITIONS
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¥ BETWEEN MEXICAh AMERICANS, PUERTD RICANS, AND CUBAN- o
/} AMERICANS.- IN THE YEARS SIHCE THAT TIME, MEXCAN AMERTCAN .

PGiITICAL AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS HAVE BECOME INCREASINGLY
‘SQPHISTICATED NOW -SUCH ORGANIZATIONS ARE THE DOMINANT

FORCC WITHIN TUE HISPANIC FAMILY- — =
L A ', o

THIS IS WHY YOU MUST NOT FORGET THAT, TODAY, HISPANICS
THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES LOOK TO ORGANIZATIONS LIKE
YOURS FOR THE LEADERSHIP THAT IS HECESSARY TO DEAL NOT
ONLY WITH TODAY’S PROBLEMS BUT ALSO TO MEET THE CHALLENGES

* "OF THE '80s WHEN HISPANICS WILL BECOME THE LARGEST MINORITY
[N UNITED STATES. | | |

-

N |
DO NOT SELL YOURSELF SHORT IN TERMS OF YOUR IMPORTANCE.  °

AS AN ORGAﬂIZATIOHAL FORCE, YOUR LEADERSHIP IS NECESSARY
. TO PROMOTE A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF PROBLEMS AND ISSUES --
PARTICULARLY THOSE AFFEE&ING HEXECAN AHERICANS BUT ALSO
.THOSE CONFRONTING.,ALL AMERICANS.

© YOU HAVE DEHONSTRATED YOUR ABILITY 1 BRING PEOPLE
TOGETHER, TO RAISE' CRITICAL ISSUES, AND TO DEAL WITH *
THOSE ISSUES. THERE IS MORE.YOU CAN DO. YOU MIGHT,

. o .
- ’ . él.
CA 3 N : v, .
’ M i -_

14




13-

r s

# £ FOR INSTANCE, HELP*TO ESTABLISH'A LEGAL COMPONENT FOR
| COMMUNITY PROGRANMS WHICH ARE DEVELOPING THROUGHOUT THE -

/. COUNTRY TO COONSEL IMMIGRANT GROUPS. YOU CAN SET AN
EXAMPLE BECAUSE YOU HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF THE |
EDUCATIGHAL, ‘SOCIAL, AND DEMOCRATIC OPPORTUNTTIES IN

AMERICA. DO NOT SHOULDER THIS RESPONSIBILITY. LIGHTLY.

b
~ THANK YOU.

f'\ ~
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